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The purpose of this letter is to provide wntten nouiicanon to you of an exceedence of a 
M y  maxmum effiuent Ilrmtaaon, per Parr LIA 2 of the Rocky Rm hanonal Pollutant 
Discharqe Elirmnanon Svstem (NPDES) pemut, Number Coo001333 The excetaence in 
quesnonwas for total reiidual chlonns @RC) at T e m a l  Pond B-5, in a measurement 
taken on 4 ~ n l  X - m e  TRC hrmtanon for Pond B-5 (established as a condraon of 
the recendf signed NPDES Fed& Fadty Complmce Areement [FrCA]) is 0 5 
xrdl~gams per hter (mg/l) The value nored in Pond B-5 on Apnl 25 was 0 71 rngl Pond 
B-5 was not bemg &charged duecdy at the m e ,  but was bemg transferred to Te.?nznal 
Pond A 4  for matment and subsequent &charge to North Walnut Creek Per your 
,mdance to us, samples are bemg taken m Pond B-5 pnor to the transfer to Pond A 4  
acmrdmg to the schedule set UD m the FFCA even though a c t  hscharge is nor t&ng 
place from Pond B-5 Ths exceedence was reported to you verbally by John Rampe of my 
sraff on Mav 1,1991, immdatelv upon our learning of its occurrence 
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We beheve that the value in quesnon is 111 error, either as the result of a faulty insmment 
r a x n g  or as the result of an error in recording the reading by the field sampler We have 
reviewed the TRC data taken from sires immediarelv upstream of Pond B-5 (I e , Pond B-3 
and the sewage marment plant outfall) and for Pond B-5 itself from Apnl23 through Apnl i1 27 TRC values ranged in these instances from zero to 0 13 mgA, all of which were well 
below the effluent lmtanon There appears to have been no source of TRC in waters 
upstream. and no corresponang value in Pond B-5, leadng us to the conclusion that the 
value of 0 71 m u  TRC rn Pond B-5 on Apnl25 was an error As such, we are taking no 
dmct correcuve amons, although we are in the process of formally ensunng that our field 
samplers are aware of NFDES perrmt hmtaaons at all samphng sites, that anomalous 
values such as the one reporred herem are confirmed (pmcularly in situaaons where no 
sample is collected and R - ~ S  are Impossible) and that venfied exceedences are reported to 
us m amore m e l y  manner Please let us know if you beheve other corrective actions may 
be warranted m thls instance 
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If you have any quesnons or would &e more mfonnation concermg thls mcident, please 
call me or Tom Lukow of my staff at 966-4561 

SlnceTely , 

P 

Assstant Manager 
for Enwonemental Management 

cc 
T Lukow,DOE/RFO 
J Rampe,DOE/RFO 
J Kersh, EG&G/RF 


